
The summer of 1940 and the Battle of Britain—the darkest days of World War II. France, Poland, 
Denmark, Belgium, the Netherlands, Luxembourg and Norway had all been crushed by the 
powerful German war machine. Great Britain stood alone, fighting for its life.

303 Squadron is the thrilling story of the celebrated squadron of Polish fighter pilots whose superb 
skill in the air helped save England during its most desperate hours. They were the highest-
scoring Allied fighter squadron in the Battle of Britain, downing three times the average RAF 
score while incurring only one-third the average casualties. Dashing and gallant 303 Squadron 
was lionized by the British press, congratulated by the King, and adored by the British public.

With an immediacy that vividly brings to life those harrowing days, Fiedler paints the bravery, the 
poignancy, the breathtaking gambles with death risked daily by this exceptional group of young 
men far from home, who fought to preserve freedom for all.

                       “Had it not been for the magnificent material contributed by the 
                         Polish squadrons and their unsurpassed gallantry, I hesitate to  
                         say that the outcome of the battle would have been the same.” 
                                      — British Air Chief Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding

“About as EXCITING as it
  gets. A must read.”
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“Deserves five stars for every single one  
  of its pages. Vivid and thrilling almost  
  beyond measure.”  
    — Waterstone’s Bookseller Review

“Vividly captures the drama, the danger, 
  and the spirit of the times.”
    — College & Research Libraries News

“Superb. A riveting read.”
    — Cosmopolitan Review

Available at fine bookstores, online retailers and 
major wholesalers. Distributed by Simon & Schuster, 
www.simonandschuster.com
Translation rights not available.
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Short-Garlińska was one of only a few Britons who spent 
World War II in Warsaw. Both parents served in the Polish 
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Educated at the University of Nottingham, the University 
of Grenoble, and the School of Slavonic and East European 
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“Wonderful account of the 
  POLES’ HEROIC DEEDS.”
       — Lynne Olson & Stanley Cloud, authors of A Question of Honor 
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“COMPELLING.”
   — Flying Magazine

The incredible true story of 303 SQUADRON 
is now a major motion picture. “HURRICANE” 
(U.S. title: “MISSION OF HONOR”), filmed in
 the U.K., stars IWAN RHEON and MILO GIBSON.


