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First-Ever DVD Release of Rare WWII Newsreel
Oscar-Nominated “Siege” Depicts 1939’s Devastating Nazi Attack on Warsaw 
[image: image1.png]Los Angeles, CA -- Siege, the gut-wrenching and rarely seen newsreel shot by photojournalist Julien Bryan during the bombardment of Warsaw in the opening days of World War II, has been handsomely packaged for its first-ever release on DVD by publisher Aquila Polonica.
Bryan was a skilled American documentarian when he arrived in Warsaw with 6,000 feet of raw film a week after the German invasion of Poland. The only neutral reporter left in the city, he risked his life to record the massive destruction of Warsaw and its people during two weeks of Hitler’s merciless attacks. 


Bryan had to smuggle his precious footage out of Europe in the chemical container of a gas mask. It was the worth the risk. His images of destruction, which have been newly restored for this DVD release, shocked the American public into awareness of the looming danger as the Nazis conquered country after country in Europe.  


In addition to the 10-minute black-and-white newsreel, special features added by Aquila Polonica include 26 color screens of text, still photos and illustrations such as: “Prelude to War,” a chronology of events leading up to World War II; “Blitzkrieg,” a primer on Adolf Hitler’s “Lightning War”; and a biography of Julien Bryan, who dedicated his life to capturing visual images of a world in political and economic upheaval.  A charming, 4-minute audio clip of Bryan on Edward R. Murrow’s famous radio show “This I Believe,” is a tribute to the filmmaker’s undaunted faith in his fellow man.


Original music by Los Angeles composer and David Lynch collaborator Marek Zebrowski, performed by the Vilnius Chamber Orchestra, alternates with a Chopin Mazurka performed by Zebrowski.


The new DVD’s deeply saturated titles lend a glowing cinematic quality to the archival photographs from, among other sources, the collections of Julien Bryan’s son, Sam Bryan, and Aquila Polonica co-founder Stefan Mucha.  Mucha’s powerful graphic designs for the DVD cover, special features and titles make for vivid viewing.


Siege was nominated for an Academy Award (Best Short, one-reel) in 1940, and in 2006 was inducted into the U.S. National Film Registry for preservation as one of the nation’s most “culturally, historically or aesthetically significant films.”


Offered in advance of its Summer 2010 release date as a special bonus to buyers of The Mermaid and the Messerschmitt: War Through a Woman’s Eyes, 1939-1940, by Rulka Langer.  Retail price of the DVD will be $14.95.  Produced by Aquila Polonica in cooperation with the International Film Foundation.
[image: image2.jpg]JULIEN BRYAN

SIFEGE

1940 Academy Award-Nominated Newsreel

WORLD WAR II BEGINS:
ORIGINAL FILM FOOTAGE OF THE SIEGE OF WARSAW,
POLAND 1939



